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(54) PROCESSING EQUIPMENT 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain processing equipment which makes it possible to use 
effectively the inside of the equipment and also makes it unnecessary to provide 
a place for stocking empty holding vessels inside a clean room and which makes 
it unnecessary to keep the cleanliness of the clean room for an operation space 
outside the equipment as high as the usual one, by a method wherein a cassette 
holding vessel such as an SMIF pot is taken inside the equipment and the 
holding vessel emptied is put in standby in an unoccupied space. 
CONSTITUTION: A cassette holding vessel 14 placed in a port 13 for the 
cassette holding vessel of a chamber 12 for carrying in and out is taken inside 
equipment by a vessel intake means 15. This holding vessel is transferred for 
keeping onto a vessel keeping stage 16 provided in the equipment by a vessel 
transfer means 1 8. When a body W to be processed is taken out of this holding 
vessel, the holding vessel is carried to a cassette takeout stage 1 7 and the body 
to be processed 18 taken out with a cassette here. The body taken out is 
transferred from the cassette onto a holder 6 in a loading chamber 8 by a 
transfer mechanism 7 and thereafter it is subjected to a prescribed processing 
in a processing chamber 1. 
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